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A Message from Your IDW 2019 Executive Committee 

Dear Delegate, 

Welcome to International Development Week 2019! Our executive committee 

has been working tirelessly over the last nine months to plan and organize this 

conference for you. We are very excited to finally have you be part of this week-

long learning experience! 

To begin, we would like to acknowledge that our events are taking place on 

unceded and unsurrendered Algonquin territory. As we discuss sustainable 

development challenges, trends and practices abroad, it is critical that we also 

learn and engage in issues that continue to exist at home for our Indigenous 

Peoples.  

This year, our theme is Breaking Down Barriers: Mobilizing Locally for a Global 

Impact. This theme aims to explore the various individual, local, national and 

global barriers that exist in the field of international development. In order to 

overcome these complex barriers, there is a need for different actors in the 

public, private, non-governmental and academic sectors to mobilize and 

cooperate to develop innovative solutions. Most importantly, we believe that 

there must be an emphasis on developing community-led initiatives when 

aiming to create ethical, participatory and sustainable change. Be sure to 

reflect on all of these elements throughout the events of IDW 2019.    

Through this conference, our goal is to provide you a space and platform to be 

critical, discuss and debate various issues and topics while sharing your own 

unique insights with fellow students, professionals and academics. We believe 

that young professionals like yourself can lead change in the complex field of 

international development. While this conference will give you the opportunity 

to build your knowledge and develop new skills, we hope that this experience is 

only the starting point as you pursue unique opportunities, embark on new 

challenges and develop your own initiatives.  

We hope that you enjoy the events of IDW 2019. Please come and chat with us 

throughout the week – we’d love to get to know you and hear your thoughts 

and feedback! 

Best regards, 

Your IDW 2019 Executive Committee 

 

 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Logistical Information 

Registration 

Registration will take place outside of FSS4007 (Faculty of 

Social Sciences Building, 4th floor) during the Wine and 

Cheese Networking Event on February 8th beginning at 

18:00. Participants may also register during breakfast on 

February 9th from 8:30-9:15 at the same location.  

Location 

All events except the closing banquet dinner will take place 

in the Faculty of Social Sciences (FSS) Building at the 

University of Ottawa (120 University Private, Ottawa, ON 

K1N 6N5). The closing banquet dinner will be held in Salon 

B at Library and Archives Canada (395 Wellington Street, 

Ottawa, ON K1N 0N4). A full schedule with the exact 

location for all events can be found in this document.  

Parking 

Outdoor parking near the FSS Building is available at the 

Residential Complex (90 University Private), as shown in 

this map (please refer to the rectangle with the label “K”). 

For other parking lots available on campus, please click 

here. For information on parking and transportation at 

Library and Archives Canada, please click here.   

 

 

If you have any questions or require any assistance during the conference, do not 

hesitate to reach out to any volunteer or executive  team  member, who can be identified 

by their red lanyard s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uottawa.ca/facilities/sites/www.uottawa.ca.facilities/files/2018mainparkingmapoct10.pdf
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services-public/visit/Pages/your-visit.aspx


  

 

  
  

  

 

Pre-Conference Schedule 

Don’t miss our free pre-conference events that will be taking place during IDW from 

February 4 – 7, 2019: an indigenous opening night, a documentary and discussion 

event, a panel discussion on challenging power structures, and a chat with the 

Ambassador of Japan to Canada! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/events/360896594493869/
https://www.facebook.com/events/239271130309305/
https://www.facebook.com/events/376981719516107/
https://www.facebook.com/events/696714054058594/
https://www.facebook.com/events/696714054058594/


  

 

  
  

  

 

IDW 2019 Keynote Speakers 

Nicolas Moyer, President-CEO, Canadian Council for International Co-

operation (CCIC) 

As the former Executive Director of 

the Humanitarian Coalition, Nicolas is passionate 

about humanitarian and development policy, 

advocacy, and government relations. Driven by a 

commitment to social justice, he began his career 

in international development in Ethiopia. He 

has founded and led organizations, launched 

dozens of national multi-platform fundraising and 

communications campaigns and raised tens of 

millions of dollars to assist survivors of 

humanitarian disasters. In 2016, he was named 

as a top Forty under 40 recipient by the Ottawa 

Chamber of Commerce and the Ottawa Business 

Journal. 

Larissa Crawford, Indigenous Policy Advisor at the Ontario Ministry of Energy; 

Anti-Racism Trainer and Researcher  

Larissa, a Métis-Jamaican woman and mother to 
a two-year old daughter, currently works as an 
Indigenous Policy Advisor at the Ontario Ministry 
of Energy and as an anti-racism trainer and 
researcher with St. Stephen's Community House, 
and is a member of the Toronto Police Services 
Anti-Racism Advisory Panel. As a volunteer 
member and developer she also works with 
Indigenous diversion programs in the Ontario 
justice system, and serves as the Youth 7 
(Y7)/G7 Head Delegate of Canada. During her 
undergraduate studies, she studied international 
law in Turkey and worked with refugees during 
the 2015 Ebola and refugee crises. She also led 
York University's anti-racism policy and race-
based data collection initiative and several 
Indigenous policy projects. Larissa is a Terry Fox 
Humanitarian national scholar and has a 
Bachelor of Arts in International Development 
Studies and Communication Studies from York 
University. 

 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Conference Schedule 

Friday, February 8, 2019 

Time & 

Location 

Event 

Description Speakers Location 

18:00-18:50 Registration   

FSS4007 

(entrance) 

19:00-19:30 Keynote Address 

Larissa Crawford: Indigenous Policy Advisor at 
the Ontario Ministry of Energy | Anti-Racism 

Trainer & Researcher FSS4007 

19:30-22:00 Wine & Cheese  FSS4007 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 

Time & 

Location 

Event 

Description Panel / Workshop  Location 

8:30-9:15 Breakfast & Late Registration  FSS4007 

9:15-9:45 

Panel 1A: 

(EN/FR) 

Together Through Girls: How You Can Take 

Action for Better Nutrition and Gender Equality FSS4007 

9:45-10:45 
Workshop 1A: 
(EN/FR) 

Together Through Girls: How You Can Take 
Action for Better Nutrition and Gender Equality 

FSS1007 

FSS1030 

10:45-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:30 

Panel 2A: (EN) Food for Thought: Innovations and Challenges FSS1007 

Panel 2B: (FR) 

A Multifaceted Perspective on the Refugee 

Crisis FSS1030 

12:30-13:30 Lunch FSS4007 

13:30-15:00 

Panel 3A: (EN) 

Green Municipalities: How Cities Foster 

Sustainability in the Growing Global Urban 

Setting FSS1007 

Panel 3B: (EN) 

The Intersectionality of Health and 

Development FSS1030 

Panel 3C: (FR) 
Gender Identity in the State of a Climate Crisis: 
How to Take Action Among Climate Change FSS1006 

15:00-15:15 Break 

15:15-16:45 

Workshop 4A: 

(EN) 

Creating a Globally-Engaged Campus: 
Recommendations for uOttawa's Next 

Internationalization Strategy FSS1007 

Workshop 4B: 

(FR) Pitch Your Project: A Simulation FSS1030 

Workshop 4C: 

(EN/FR) Life After Graduation: What's Next?  FSS1006 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Break 

19:00-22:00 

Banquet Dinner 

& Closing 
Keynote Address 

Nicolas Moyer, President-CEO of the Canadian 
Council for International Co-operation 

Salon B, 

Library and 

Archives 
Canada (395 

Wellington 

Street) 

 

Together Through Girls: How You Can Take Action for Better Nutrition 

and Gender Equality  

While the Canadian government has been leading the way in championing the 
health rights and needs of women and girls, there is still work to be done in in 

Canada and in developing countries. Globally, more than one billion women are 
malnourished. It is estimated that of the 600 million adolescent girls living in 

developing countries, 30% suffer from anemia, depleting their energy levels and 
negatively impacting their ability to learn, play sports, or even attend school. 
During this panel and workshop fusion, panelists will discuss and will give 

concrete examples of how you can take action in your community to make a 
difference for girls locally and globally. This workshop will offer tools and 

inspiration to become an activist, empower others and transform lives. 
 
Speakers: 

¶ Evelyn Guindon, Managing Director, External Relations, Women Deliver 

¶ Stephanie Edgar, Healthy Living Program Coordinator, The Wabano 

Centre 

¶ Caroline Leclerc, Assistant Deputy Minister of Partnerships for 

Development Innovation, Global Affairs Canada (moderator) 

¶ Judith Nihorimbere, Program Officer, Nutrition International 

¶ Leanne Prescott, Youth & Student Engagement Coach, World Vision 

Canada 

¶ Julie Savard-Shaw, Director, Strategic Partnerships, Women Deliver 

2019 Mobilization Canada  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Food for Thought: Innovations and Challenges 
 
Professionals from the field of food security and nutrition will share their 

knowledge of challenges and innovations in this field, while drawing from their 
particular experiences and expertise. Come engage in some food for thought, 

discuss innovate solutions and learn about the future of food accessibility 
across the world! 
 

Speakers:  

¶ Bishwajit Ghose, Postdoctoral Fellow, International Development and 

Global Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences  

¶ Christopher Huggins, Assistant Professor – School of International 

Development and Global Studies 

¶ Sarma Mallubhotla, Program Manager, Project Manager and 

International Technical Consultant 

¶ Aaron Taylor, Policy Analyst at Heritage Canada and Prime Minister’s 

Youth Council Alumnus (moderator) 
 

 
A Multifaceted Perspective on the Refugee Crisis 
 

This panel will offer a multi-lens perspective on the current refugee crisis. 
Joining us are a former refugee, a member of Refugee613, an organization that 
aims to provide channels to welcome and help settle refugees in Ottawa, as well 

as a uOttawa Professor who specializes in the field of migration. As a major 
global crisis in today’s world, the panelists will offer their own research and 

experiences to help delegates better understand its range of implications. 
 
Speakers:  

¶ Nadia Abu-Zahra, Associate Professor, International Development and 
Global Studies  

¶ Sally Dimachki, Project Coordinator, Refugee 613 (moderator) 

¶ Ketty Nivyabandi, Activist and Poet 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Green Municipalities: How Cities Foster Sustainability in the Growing 
Global Urban Setting 
 

According to the United Nations, two-thirds of global population will live in 
cities by the year 2050. If this is the case, how are we to maintain 

sustainability when urban settings are often the most polluted areas in the 
world? This panel discussion of municipal experts will explore local 
organizations’ contributions to programs and policies related to climate change 

and asset management in South Africa, “Smart Cities” and urban planning in 
Canada and abroad, as well as the application of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
Speakers:  

¶ Elyse McCann, Director, Community Sustainability Programs, 
EnviroCentre 

¶ Katie Paris, Director, Environment & Real Estate Transactions and 
Development, National Capital Commission  

¶ Andy Reside, Strategic Programs and Project Officer, City of Ottawa 
 

 
The Intersectionality of Health and Development 
 

Join us to talk about the intersectionality of environmental health, community 
health, and animal health! Its implementation aims to achieve sustainable 

practices in development, while expanding on sub-topics such as 
livelihoods/income generation, urban design, etc. Build your knowledge on 
these varied perspectives on health development! 

 
Speakers: 

¶ Dr. Janna Schruer, Program Officer Dr. Janna Schruer, Veterinarians 

Without Borders 

¶ Janet Hatcher Roberts, Adjunct Professor, University of Ottawa and Co-

Director - WHO Collaborating Centre for Knowledge Translation and 

Health Technology Assessment in Health Equity 

¶ Madeleine Sourisseau, Senior Development Officer - Health Portfolio, 

Afghanistan Program, Global Affairs Canada 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 

  
  

  

 

 
Gender Identity in the State of a Climate Crisis: How to Take Action 
Among Climate Change 

 
The world is experiencing climate change and many parts of the world are 

claiming a state of emergency climate crisis. Among these overwhelming 
changes, what can individual actions do? How do we tackle such a large global 
crisis? Given this, how does our gender identity enable us to feel empowered to 

create change through action, protests, or policy? This panel will explore the 
interconnected nature between gender and climate change, especially 
highlighting how women are particularly affected by the growing impacts of 

climate change. The panel will also touch upon women’s inclusivity and 
participation in key discussions, projects and policies related to climate 

change. 
 
Speakers: 

¶ Sandra Gagnon, Senior Program Officer, Agriculture and Food Security, 
International Development Research Centre  

¶ Eddy Pérez, International Policy Analyst, Climate Action Network Canada 

¶ Dominique Souris, Co-Founder and Executive Director, Youth Climate 

Lab 
 

 
Creating a Globally-Engaged Campus: Recommendations for uOttawa's 

Next Internationalization Strategy 
 
What does internationalization mean for universities? How are universities 

focusing to improve "global citizenship" on campus? What gaps exist - is there 
support for international students after they arrive, or any learning options 
that promote global engagement? Ultimately, what might a globally-engaged 

campus look like? What resources are needed? What activities could be 
introduced? Participate in a discussion with Professor Rebecca Tiessen, engage 

in findings from her research and brainstorm ideas and information to address 
these questions. An interactive experience with an immediate impact! 
 

Facilitator: 

¶ Rebecca Tiessen, Full Professor and Associate Director of the School of 

International Development and Global Studies 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 

  
  

  

 

 
Pitch Your Project: A Simulation 
 

Get ready to plan and pitch! In this workshop, delegates will break off into 
teams and will be given tools and examples of development projects and must 

pitch their project by the end of the workshop. Through multiple perspectives 
such as environmental, educational, and financial projects, each team will 
gain perspectives on the challenges and opportunities that come with working 

to directly improve international development through project management. 
 
Facilitator: 

¶ Ruby Dagher, Professor, International Development and Global Studies 
 

 
Life After Graduation: What's Next? 

 
Have you ever found yourself lost about what you’re going to do after 
graduation? Or have you constantly heard people tell you that there’s no career 

scope in development? Maybe you find yourself debating between further 
education and a job opportunity? If any of these or other similar situations 

sound familiar, this workshop is for you! This is an opportunity for you to hear 
about the different paths that five students took in this field after graduating 
from uOttawa. 

 
Facilitators: 

¶ Zahura Ahmed, Graduate Student, Norman Paterson School of 

International Affairs  

¶ Naveeda Hussain, Myanmar Desk Officer, Global Affairs Canada 

¶ Stéphanie Lacroix, Project Officer, Canada Service Corps, United Nations 

Association in Canada 

¶ Charlotte Levasseur, Analyst, International Assistance Operations 

Bureau, Global Affairs Canada 

¶ Noémie Daoust-Pinel, Strategic Advisor, Domestic Network, Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

¶ Lyson Rivest, Negotiations Analyst, Crown-Indigenous Relations and 

Northern Affairs Canada 
 

  



  

 

  
  

  

 

Your IDW 2019 Executive Committee 

Rahul Balasundaram 

Rahul is the International Development Week 2019 Director. He is in his third 

year in the International Development program, while pursuing his education 

in the co-op and French Immersion streams. Within development, he is 

interested in humanitarian action, post-conflict development, and legal 

advocacy and protection for children, refugees and minority groups.  

Prabhroop Chawla 

Prabhroop is currently in her fourth year in the International Development and 

Globalization program. She grew up in Vancouver, BC, and spent her first few 

years at uOttawa participating in the Senate Page Program, and continues to 

work on the Hill learning new things and loving all the opportunities to see 

history being made. She has been a part of International Development Week as 

a volunteer since first year and is pleased to be the External Logistics 

Coordinator this year. 

Julia DaSilva 

Julia is the Delegate Coordinator for International Development Week 2019. 

She is in her fourth year in the International Development Program, with a 

minor in Women’s Studies and enrolled in the co-op program. Within 

development, she is interested in the role of gender equality in development, 

peace resolution, and the inclusion of human rights within the legal sphere. 

Claire DePaul 

Claire is the Internal Logistics Coordinator for International Development Week 
2019. She is currently in her fourth year of the International Development and 

Globalization program with CO-OP and French Immersion, as well as a minor 
in social sciences of health. Claire is passionate about global health, 
particularly in terms of women’s health and reducing healthcare inequalities. 

 
Emily Diomat 

Emily is the Communications Coordinator for IDW 2019. She finds herself in 

her fourth year of international development with a minor in French. Her mind 
has been running rampant ever since arriving at uOttawa, but this has only 
encouraged her to make the most of her undergrad experience. She spent a 

year on exchange in France and is very interested in international issues 
regarding human rights and conflict. 
 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Julie Dunleavy 

Julie is the External Logistics Coordinator for International Development Week 

2019. After years of attending and volunteering for IDW, in her fourth year of 

university, she is excited to bring in diverse organizations from the field and 

see the direct results of yet another IDW conference. Her interests include 

sustainable development and urban planning, which she intends to pursue in 

graduate studies and further experiences. 

Shyla Williams  

Shyla is the International Development Week 2019 Volunteer Coordinator. She 

is in her third year of the International Development program, with a 

specialization in environmental science. Within the field of development, she is 

most interested in climate change policy and how it applies to developing 

countries as well as the health and safety of refugees and minority groups 

around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  
  

  

 

 

Thank you to our incredible IDW 2019 volunteers who have worked tirelessly to 

support all aspects of this conference. Your passion, dedication and unique 

ideas have contributed to the success of another IDW conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the entire executive team of the International Development and 

Globalization Student Association (DSA) for all of your support, advice and 

assistance. Your efforts were vital to the success of IDW 2019! 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  
  

  

 

Thank you to our sponsors! 

Thank you to the School of International Development and Global Studies, the Office of the 

Vice-President and Academic Provost, the Office of the Vice-President of Student Life, the Office 

of the Dean (Social Sciences), the Office of the Vice-Dean of Undergraduate Studies (Social 

Sciences) and the Office of the Vice-Dean of Research (Social Sciences) for your financial and 

in-kind support.  

Thank you to the Canadian Association for the Study of International Development (CASID) for 

your support. CASID is a national, bilingual, interdisciplinary and pluralistic association 

devoted to the promotion of new knowledge in the broad field of international development. To 
become a CASID member and have access to conferences, networking events and academic 

journals, please visit: https://casid-acedi.ca/membership. 

 

Thank you to the Next Generation for Development program for your support. NextGen is a 

research program that explores the models of collaboration and research partnerships 
happening across Canada in the development and humanitarian sector. To learn more, please 

visit: https://ccic.ca/what-we-do/next-generation-collaboration-for-development/.  

 

Thank you to the Partnerships for Development Innovation Branch at Global Affairs 
Canada for granting us permission to use the venue at Library and Archives Canada.  
 
Thank you to the diplomatic missions of Chile, Egypt, Japan, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Slovenia and Sri Lanka, as well as Nutrition International 
and the People’s Republic of Delicious for your catering support.  
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Thank you for participating! 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Rahul Balasundaram 

idw.coordo.sdi@aedsa.ca 


